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>n Report 


DHOW' MOUNTAIN (’OMMISHU) 

ortmpe^ for tilt' night. On the morning of the 6th, General Averell 
threw out a strong skirmish line that cleared his front to the foot 
of the Mountain. About 9 a. m. the 10th W. Va. Inft., 28th Ohio 
luft. and one company of the 14t-h Pa. Cav. and two pieces of 
Ewing’s Battery were sent around on a back road GV-> miles where 
they formed, and struck the enemy in force. Here is where the 
principal and hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing 
over one small plot of cleared land, not comprising more than one 
acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of 
those wounded died later, so if in this battlefield covering nearly 
two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven thousand deter¬ 
mined soldiers, what would the casualty list have been if the land 
had been cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a 
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great 
slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and 8th W. 
Ya. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of the 14th Pa. Cavalry in 
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces, 
composed of the 22nd Va. Inft. and 19th Ya. Cav. and other 
units up the mountain, near the summit. While further ou the 
left of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel Averell s 
regiment, 20t,h Va., Colonel.commanding. Ivesler’s Bat¬ 

talion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; four companies Derrick’s bat¬ 
talion, a portion of the 22nd Va. Inft, Some of these units have 
been twice named because, as the fighting became more severe on 
the Confederate left, they weakened their right by sending rein¬ 
forcements to strengthen their left. I give it as my opinion, know¬ 
ing the spirit of the men who fought that battle, that if the army 
had not been protected by a dense forest that fifty per cent of the 
men engaged would have been slaughtered. . 

The forces engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con¬ 
federate units, regiments, battalions and independent companies. 

While the Union forces were composed of nine units, regiments 
and battalions, there was but a slight difference in the numbers 
composing the two armies, the 10th West Virginia infantry and 
the 23rd Ohio that comprised the flanking party and did the prin¬ 
ciple fighting was officially reported as 1175 soldiers while the 22nd 
Virginia Infantry, Confederate, was reported officially at. 550 sol¬ 
diers strong and the 23rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong.^Captain 
Marshall with 125 dismounted cavalry, Captain Derring’s battalion 
300, and Major Kesler’s battalion and other units composed a very 




AVSRILL'S RLTRhAT 


c "fourth separata brigade" was created Idarch 28, 1863 end the corjnand 

rta *h hii headquarters at featon. it included ell 

: - or stern section of West Virginia in which section were numerous Confederate 
sympathisers. There being probably more Confederate than Union people. This 
*•3 true of Pocahontas Co. and Pocahontas was in the very heart of the bush¬ 
whacking section. There were so many deadly rifle shots, and both sides engaged 
ir this unlawful warfare. Regular soldiers sometimes practiced it. In fact 
the State Guards or Scouts practiced this type of warfare almost altogether. 

This state of things Roberts intended to put down by driving the Confederates 
out. Eis policy was to make every sympathiser with the Confederates leave * 
home. In this he had trouble. It was about this time thBt our families took 
to refugeeing. Here is an example of his mistaken policy. He might harry the 
old folks out~5f their hones because they had a son in the Confederate army, 
to find out later that these same parents had four other sons in tre Union army. 
He was^soon in disgrace at-Washington and was referred to as the general who 
made "war on women and children." 

On iday 16, 1663 General William Woods Averlll was ordered to find Roberts 
and to take ov.r his command. Averill instead of proceeding against Staunton, 
as expected, came to Huntersville in Pocahontas Co. where he dispersed small 
detachments cf Confederates, capturing some arms and stores. 

He then marched into Gr enbrier County and the battle of Rocky’ Gap was 

*. On Averills next apjieararce ir. Pocahontas C Droop 

llountain wes fought. After this battle Averill went as far scuth as Lewisburg 
then into Hampshire County. There he was n tifled he muat make a raid on Salem 




r •», .action 4b - 3 

Averill’ii 3*tr»nt 

^■ iIIqit bin. with a 

Tirflnli destroy tha railroad at thia place. Tnir Wl • c - jl • 
small force (about 2,500 men) into Confederate territory held with undiap 

possession. 

He left Hampshire eour.ty on December 8, 1863. The first two days were 
spent in reaching Petersburg during which time the shoeing of horses ..ent on 
there had nut been time to get the array ready for the march. The plan that was 
sc quickly made sent Col. tloore with considerable force down through Pocahontas 
and on towards Kanawha to make e demonstration, and another force was sent into 
the valley towards Staunton. These detachments succeeded in diverting the 
Confederate forces from the main object of the campaign, which was the raid on 
the military depot ana railroad at Salem. 

Idr. Price goes into detail about where Averill was each day, but at any 
rate he marched by way of Petersburg, .Franklin, ISonterey, lit. Grove, Sweet 
Sulphur Springs to Salem. He reached Salem on the morning of Dec. 16, 1863. 



He was hemmed in by forces under Fitzhugh, Lee, Jackson, Early and Echols 
and a terrible rain was flooding every stream. His next move was to get out 
of this death trap. Thus he began his famous retreat. He marched seven miles 


before dark and made camp. On the 17th it rained all day and all night, then 
turned cold. For the nezt four days he marched out of Virginia with the Con¬ 
federates close on his heels. He had a few engagements with them. The country 
in Ilonroe and Greenbrier Counties was strongly held against him. He knew of an 
ermy at Mountain Grove. The road up Anthony*s Creek to Huntersville was not 
open. Then it was that Averill made the m et famous aetcur that was ever heard 
of. In his official report, all he said about it was that he "reached Hillsboro 
in Pocahontas by an "obscure road" by the evening December 21, 1863." It 
had turned cold, and the streams were still high. He must have followed a 
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^rerill*e Retreat 

trail of some sort for he brought hia artillery through. This country between 
gallahans and the mouth of Spice Run is still in a state of wilderness and it 
*culd be interesting to know just hov; he got through with 2,500 men. It can 
be accounted for only on the theory that these soldiers were in the best con¬ 
dition physically anu that they had the fierce determination to win through. 

The chances of a single nan living to swim the Greenbrier at such a stage on 
such a day are rather slim, but inaybe a whole army plunging into it together 
could overcome the rush of the icy current and bring them out on the other side. 

It would have been ell but impossible for any other than toughened American 
soldiers. They say that when the army appeared in the Little Levels that they 
did n.t come by any road particularly, but swarmed up the side of the river ridge 
end broke over into the cleared level fields with a front several mile. wide. 

The soldiers were all but starving. They had been marching through Confederate 
territory and after leaving Covington they had come through the wilderness. The 

Levels - \7as the first couirtry^-they had seen for days that afforded food and 

7r -- 

shelter. 

It was the one raid into the Levels that took the citizens wholly by sur¬ 
prise. No well regulated army was supposed to be traveling through these mountains 
But there was not much to eat there, for 1863 was the year when the county had 
been full of marching soldiers on both sides, culminating in the battle of Drcop 
fountain in November. So most of the winter provisions were well hid out. But 
what wan found was eaten, though there seems to have been wonderful discipline 
in regard to taking food by force, as there was one case of an officer shooting a 
private who would not leave some bacon alone that a housewife insisted on keeping. 
at one house they ate all they could find, t-.en ate the contents of a swill 
barrel that was getting rie for swine. 




f .-&££. - m 

1 F :r ' - , .-iTtioc 4b - 3 

TBS 

jf*ry man and boy they could find they arrested. These prisoners were 
n t.' t -* l Academy building and the building was crowded with them. Alvin 
p)nxKt Andrew father-in-law was among these prisoners and 1 «jt. Price got 

f bis information from him as he was held captive for three days. The 
oldi® rs •• ere doaperate ar.d weary, but there was great viligance and discipline 
int6i n ®d.. The cne question was "Is there any road to Edray so as to miss 
iiarlin*® Bottom 1 ? 1 And no man could tell him of any road. It was a matter of 
utmost importance. Hillsboro was in the Confederacy. Edray, fifteen miles north 
in the Union, tthat Averill wanted was to reach Edray without chance of 
-^etinfi a Confederate army at Marlin*s Bottom where a road from the east comes 
ir DUt tnere was no detour, and next morning he was on his way. His reports 
sa y that "On my way to Sdray my rear guard experienced some trifling atteexs on 
Dec. £2nd "This referred to some very distant shots from the bush by some 

whackers who hung on the -flanks of the army. 

prisoners sa y cautious and fearful as they approach* 

■^3 hut rhen the hridga at'thst place had been safely passed their spirits 
rose end they seeded to he freed fro. all fear of being captured. 

Once at Biray, all discipline uas relaxed and even the sentinels slept the 
sleep of exhaustion. It is said that a hundred .an could have captured the .hole 

army. I •j , -v- 1C. kj * 

< - +n thB prisoners, and most of thm quietly 

Ho particular attention was paia to the prisoner , 

. +1ip n ext morning the rest of them were told to go 

withdrew in the night time ana the next morn ng 

. , vprill told him that it appeared his family had more 

heme. Alvin Clark says ^v c rill torn 

or- r- at he could go home. Averill spent tne 

need cf him than aid the Union army — , 

later stood, lost of tha prisonars »ere -»« th. W 


cf Averill. By that time his name had become a household wor“ in tiie mountains 




reputation of 


They expected 2.1m to be an older man. 

i * c b6l -' an t -e journey across Elk back to Beverly and safety. 

** ® laMd wi * h lce * T/.e men had to dismount and pull the artillery 

by hand part of the way. But they got bock with all their shipment. 

Tot endurance / courage, strength ana pluck this experience of an army 
Qf 2,500 Is perhaps without, parallel. \7hy much was not made of it is 
hard to figure out. For the work of these 2,500 who split the Confederacy wide 
open and overcome the resistance of the forces of men and nature seems that of 
supermen. Historians have practically ignored it. Al the pub licit;, it got at 
the tine wes from the Richmond papers and t2.at was ridicule heaped on the 
Confederate forces, when no less than seven Confederate armies allowed one little 
Union army to cut through their lines, destroy two hundred thousand bushels of 
grain end other stores, tear up a railroad, and then to escape without capture. 

The government recognized his campaign as a brilliant achievement, though 
the escape was due to pure luck, the Confederates having taken the wrong road. 
However, their reward was a new suit and a new pair shoes, for each of the men, 
to replace those worn out on the march. (From History of Pocahontas - Price 
Pocahontas Times Apr. 26, 1923. Vi'ritten by Andrew Price. ) 


This march was made from New Creek in Hampshire County to Beverly by way of 


Salem, a distance of around 400 niles in 17 deys, and in the winter time. 
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. #r » « e r# ’’nioc soldier from this County who went out and Joined other Companies 
*n1 regiments who were moetly under the coramande of Gener tiilroy and General Sheridan. 

X11 the namee that are available are ae followe: 

AJtoro Thomae, 

Arbogaet Brown, 

Arbogast George, 

Buzzard Armenius, 

Curry John, 

Cutlip 'Villiaa , 

Outfield ?/illiam 


Duncan Villiam 
Dilly Clark, 

Kellison Clark, 

KelliBon Andrew, 

Kee James, 

McCarty Peter, 

Moore, David, 

Moore Joseph , 

Sharp Jerimiah 

Sharp Milton, 

Slaton John, 

( Shears David ) 

( Rider James ) 

'.Vanless Andrew, 

'Yanises Nelson, 

Wanless John F 
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POCAHONTAS TIMES 

Entered at the Poatoffice o* Marli 
ton, W. Va., as second class matte 


| grardiury relnrn Indictments for tr-ur 

!— people. They had been Confederate 
lin- soldiers, and were hailed before a 
;er. civil court to answer for acts of war 
It kind of leaked out that the In 
I dlctment would be quashed by the 
—- Judge for cash consideration. I never 
_ , heard tell of any of the true bills be 
v ln »! taken care of In this easy, quiet, 
to crooked way. My recollection Is the 
rt records will show the Indlcl- 
■t aca'nat Captain Jacob W Mar- 
II. of Hie lOUi Virginia Caralr, I 


CALVIN W. PRICE, EDITOR 


The trip last week was 
Clarksburg to rehash a r« w r eeb j e 
jests before that friendly society, u,rj 
Klwanls Club, and tell them builders 
where to head in. The Invite came' 

through the courtesy of Rupert Sin --... 

sel. lie is a kinsman through the fyilomer Doll. 
Warwick line. I am only hoping 1 Ar«*ir it 
did not say too much to disgrace the en a 
family reputation In those part" 

The Stnsels are i :T-r~ _ 

connection In Borbour county. Theii 
connection with the Warwick tela- 
tlonshlp Is though the marriage of a h< 
daughter of Charles Cameron See. stead ol the usual 
son of Adam and Mary Warwick See. "burg and Marlins" 
the latter a daughter of Major Jacob I hi 

Warwick, of Pocahontas c-~ 

Charles Cameron See's wife was a' 
daughter of Dr Squire Bosworth of 
Beverly. 

S’ I recall my father, the late Dr 
I William T. Price, telling intrestingly 
| of a visit he paid to the Sensei family 
when he went out with the Tin Cup 
(Campaign to Grafton In 1S61 to de 
fend the'Commonwbalth from inva 
slon from the norths The Slnsel 
children -said they were glad to see, 


.Any waj M.he^ pe ople quietly organlr. 

- r - . with the Judge Ilarrlson on his re 

irong family turn to Lewlsburg f rom Die Punter 
’ T ' 1 [ VIIle t'CurT In some way the . word 

| leaked to the judge and lie went 
by way of Anthony Creek In 

“.“ u teT the Lewis 

- _jttom Turnpike I 

-urd the rspe was to be tied 

inty. to the Marllnton hriiW when tl^v 
dropped the judge in the river. 

Then the Judge gotTn a mess at 
the Lewlsburg court; got knocked 
through a window by the clerk ol the 
court; went west and died within 
my own recollections In a poor bouse 
In Colorado. 

y^All this is just leading up to say 
[that the late Spencer Dayton appear 
*d on the scene at a time when- a lot 
Kf good people were In need of an ad 
lD( jl vocate. The local attorneys were de 
lon| barred f eason of the test oath. 
llm | T *iey could not swear they had not 
b I aided and abetted the late Southern 
.gnlConfederacy. 

for ^"Incidentally one of them, Captain 



/ 


1 


n Clarkatiui 


Urn 


JCti III* 


. .... - .„~<,rd» let 

llioie eight years. 

Xh.eJUnJsaa. Houniv Li nt it still 
» U lulmir k_j2£re. B e g I n n I rilT -»l tTli 
Ohio River below Parkersburg li 
crossed Wi lliams River at the l i.l l. 
and Greenbrier Klve r at the lim-Llet' 
Rocks above the_mouth of Swago and 
tbenfFTo The T6p~bf "XlTefhsnj 
where t he G reenbrier and Pocahontas 
line corners on'the Sine Hoondsrj 
This survey was made In 1785 This 
/line dividing Botetourie arupAllegha- 
( ny. had been projected years before.'] 
j It was recognized though never sur 
J 'eyed. Tne reason I say recognized 
< Is th Ewings. Klnnlsons and Me . 
j Keels went to Point Pleasant In 1774 I ® en 
J with ltotetourte companies, for they 
I lived below Swago; the Poages, John 
I sons, Moores, Warwicks, Camerons. 

\ who lived above Swago. went out 
with Augusta companies. 

About all that can be said about 
our people being a part of Harrison 
county is that while it was so said on 
the book for eight years they were a 
pan of It, In reality they did 
Know' nor do much about It. 

In counties west of us. the bearlDg 
of the old Harrison county line was 
taken by the old surveyors as the 
base line In running out the land 
grants. 


e Indict j 


ent against Cap 
lain Sibiil,rr In aume way appeal war 
taken to the Pederel Court at Clarks 
burg, where the case was bafl.vd 
along until the etate restored the 
right of franchise to the Confederate I 
soldier, end II cn dropped. 

Ttste; sketchily—U ttie tradition of 
Spencer Dsyton, the lawyer from the 
Norlb, In Pocahontas county at a 
lime when a lot of good people anre 
needed the help he so ably and so 
cheerfully rendered th 



The Slnsel family Is connected 
with the Dayton family. The wife 
ofJudge-A G. Dayton was a Miss 
'Slnsel; their son Is the Honorable 
Arthur Dayton of Charleston, leading 
lawyer, outstanding Shakesperian 
scholar of his generation, and a recog 
jplzed art critic In the field of picture 
'painting What 1 am leading up to 
say Is the late Judge Dayton wi 
son of the late Spencer D a yton , 
jame from Connecticut along about) 
some time In the early fifties or 
ate forties to practice law. This he 
Jld extensively In a whole block of 
•ounlies which are now In central 
jWest Virginia. Incidentally when 
hlB grandson, Arthur, moved from 
Philippi to Charleston some years 
since. Hie name of Dayton was remov¬ 
ed from the list of attorneys at the 
bar of Barbour county, where it held 
honorable position for eighty years— 
grandfather, son and grandson 

Spencer Davt on_la a tradition In 
Pocahontas c ount T. and 1 have let 
the oldpeople die off without finding 
out about Ids practice and service 
here In reconstruction times. Of 
course his family has written some 
thing about him and his ancestors 
tracing the line over to Old England 
and even running It down to ltunny 
Meade, whatever and wherever that 
was, 1 reckon I ought nut admit I 
am so provlnclsl and narrow as to 
have small Interest beyond my own 
Valley and State. But then doggone 


You know, 1 never pose as a person I I 
with a messsge In fact, when li J 
kome^p men with messages and wo- I 
ilsslons, 1 devoutly ask a ]|l 
merciful heaven to deliver us, along II 
with sudden death, bone erysipelas ill 
and poison Ivy. lit • ever, 1 did tell !(| 
those West Forkera down In Clarks W 
burg that since their hick town was II 
now something more than a wide j] 
place on the old Northwest Pike It tj 
was about time they were realizing H 
the need of culture, and for heaven's ] H 
sake to do the right tiling by Salem | 
College. This fine old school Is eke j!" 
Ing out a somewhat precarious exist | j, 
eoce Once it was down the pike ,1 
aways, It Is now just exactly far 
enough out lu a suburban area. It Is 
living up to and beyond Its honorable 
[traditions by doing a bigger and bet- 
’ r Her work than ever before. Woefully 
Is it handicapped by cut thtoat com- 
petlton from State supported schools 
—which cannot be helped—and 
through lack of means to really meet 
the demands for higher education by- 
Clarksburg boys, and girls, so many of 
whom canuot go elsewhere—which 
n be helped. 

It happens to be In name a Baptist 
College—tank or deep water 1 cannot 
say—but I do say the West Korkcr 
who would refuse moral arid financial 
support to such a local Institution be 
cause it bears not lire name of hit 
particular persuasion, the lid of the 
pit Is popping for his lean old narrow 
soul. 


tried to tell them what the city 
of Richmond had done for the Dnl 
verslty of Richmond, a ao called dr 
nomlnallonal college; what Hunting 
ton had done for Marshall College; 
what Charleston Is liable to wake up 
and do for Morris narvej; how Mor 
gantown has been dead asleep at the 
switch as regards any apparent local 
Interest, which would cost anything 
In the way of money and effort, fur 
Hie advancement of West Virginia 
L'ulverstty. — 

Oh, I tried to throw the gad to 
those toys of the friendly society, 
who talk so big of service. For after 
all Is said and done, the ordinary In 
itlluUon of higher learning —wheth 
er denomination. State or endowment 
proposition — Is first and foremost 
stry Htgardi 


i i. 1 a aslly !«\ k ? ln ,0< ’ “ uoh thing, such institution* flourish 
territory and spread himself too Ihlm languish | n relation ^ U; „ „ Rhl 
A marl's rev p , risibility must need CO mmunlty cuU ire whether brlgl 
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»>•«■ «»' ».vi>*«>«n tlio ktktck, 11 .•» iv 

foiiktrucllon JuArb w»» » carpetbag 
per from Vetmont or New llamp 
ahtre by the name ol Nut Harrison, 
lie lied come Into prominence mine 
what as attorney for defense In the 
last trial for piracy on the high seas 
This was In a Federal Court In New 
York. The brilliant young lawyer 
won decision to clear his clients of 
the charge. 

{ ''"About fifteen years after the cele 
brated trial, Attorney Nat Harrison 
turns up at Lewlsburg as the Circuit 
Judge for the Greenbrier Valley 
counties. To say the least, he was 
an unlovely character. One Item In 
many counts our people hold against 
Judge Harrison was his having the 


M e ■ U b 1 1 ti»*d up and not a 

rd about that local Clarksburg In- 
M Hut ion, Wade Pepper, writer ex¬ 
traordinary for the Clarksburg Expo 
nent; Carlisle Wade, a Martlnton boy 
making good with the West Penn; 
who waj sn nice to me; how I missed 
seeing Forrest MeNelll by a day, like 
has happened every time so often the 
past forty years; how Paul McNeill, 
another Pocahontas product, treated 
me so kindly. 

1 did the best I knew how to please. 
1 started out In a lady like glow; soon 
I perspired In a gentlemauly way, 
and wound up sweating like a horse 
I am not going back unless they ask 
me. 
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Report of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission 


The Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission respectfully snl»- 
„iils the following report: That on tin* 25th day of January, 1027, 

I loose Joint Resolution No. «, was adopted, which is as follows: 

•’Providing for the appointment of a commission for the buttle* 
licit! <»n Droop Mountain.” 

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia: 

Wii MIKAS. One «f the hard fought battles of the Civil War occurred 

I' i 'll illltt It III 011 Hin-MilliM II (Him II bill I In III wltlili Went 

\ I.in uhlhiu, ImIIi 11 lit an uinl i iiiiIiiIii .dii, iimiIIi ||in|i 0, mill, 

WHMU.A4, 'I ho lllloi VUlihili i/I Ilia hull- I.M |l * » .»M.l| i),,ili J </l 11.0 arm* 

of that battle, yet there are still living old soldiers and cillzttfM who cun 
mark out the various positions of the different regiments, battalions and 
. that were engaged in the battle; and, 

Whereas, Droop Mountain is a very high elevation overlooking the 
valley of the Greenbrier River, the little levels of Pocahontas County, 
and the far off peaks of the Alleghany Mountains, making it one of the 
most beautiful scenic spots in West Virginia; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to appoint a committee of 
five, three from the House and two from the Senate, whose duty it will be 
to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark the battle lines, and secure 
all necessary information from the old soldiers and citizens yet living in 
the community, that everything authentic may be preserved for future 
generations. The committee shall ascertain the owners of the land upon 
which the battle was fought and take a conditional option on some part 
of such land, of not less than fifty acres, at a price that seems reasonable 
to the committee. 

The members of the committee shall be paid their actual expenses 
incurred in carrying out this resolution. 

Pursuant to the Joint Resolution aforesaid and in compliance 
therewith, your Excellency on the 21st day of April, 1927, ap- 
pi'inletl a commission as follows: 

From the House of Delegates: 

John 1). Sutton of Sutton. West Virginia. 

N. F. Kendall of Grafton, West Virginia. 

M. M. Harrison of Confidence, “West Virginia. 

From the Senate: 

A. Ii. Helinick of Thomas, West Virginia. 

Robert F. Kidd of QleiiviUe, West Virginia. 

That your ('ommission met on the 28th day of April, 1927. in the 
l ily of Charleston, ami organized by the election of John I). Sutton 

,!•> chairman and N. F. Kendall as Secretary. 




Ihw tin- 'linirmnn to 

.1engineer (o ni<l and assist in the preparation 
ma|i of Mir battlefield, allowing Mir most important points in 
onr of thr tierces! ami most decisive battles waged on West 
Virginia soil during the Civil War. Thr Commission then nd- 
jc'tirnril to mrr| at the rail of thr Chairman. 

Vonr Commission pnrsitanl tn thr rail of thr Chairman on thr 
iMli day of July. 1927, mrt at Marlinton anil on thr mth visited 
thr «rrnr of the hatllrflrld on Hroop Mountain, accompanied by j 
*."’tr a nunilirr ofymuninrnt ami interrstrd citizens from Marlin- > 
too ami Hillsboro—many of whom were thoroughly acquainted 
» iili Mir battlefield and furnished much valuable information tn thr 
(‘ommimion. 

On duly 20th. 1927, thr Commission mrt in session at the resi- 
driin- of Mrs. Rebecca R, McCarty, which is located on the fnrm 
whirr thr great and destructive battle was fought. All of the 
nirtrdirm of thr Commission were present. 

Tin Commission inspected the battlefield nml made a fairly 
riiiuplrle survey of the same ft comprises more than two thousand 
nrrrs of territory. 

V'.nr Commission further reports that they stood on the summit 
of Droop Mountain on a calm, quiet summer day, when the whole 
i-"I rounding rmintry seemed nl pence and there was nothing to 
indicate that, sixty-four year* prior to that time those who wore the 
III"" and those clad m (lie gray were engaged on that lull in one 
iriiM.il.e struggle for the mastery of West Virginia, then in jts 
infamy. Kadi army fought for what it believed to l,e right and 
nearly all ,.f the mm who were actors in Mint bloody drama were 

^ tUe N ° r " 1 an,, *”' th «•* bitter 

' """ P^rved. and the animosity engender^ . 

.. . - h — — •*- 

«»d"tZ,mI r r' , T''' . .* W "* """ of ''uleserihnblc beauty 

Plain I , l0Wrr, "‘ r *»»«• filing „„d fertile 

I, M, r |,« ’r r.. l "•'" 0n, ' ,;r, -'- , '''rier River, (lowing gently 

mnu r in s,,wiwp ,n “»- r 

State Park Wn ' e ° r * nei ' * '«•«»" for a great 

(? rr ,,w,ion ‘'- 1 »•*» ■ *■* « 

.. , ha ' fnr " A ,,I '"'-'i.dd State Park” 

Krn " ,ul ‘™br« w d in the Met'art V f„„„ eon- 
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Reports Made by Participants 

Vour Commission Hefs out herein a n«rti«l r.«rt .. , , 

by the Icntluig .meet, who o.haSS 

General Averell’s Report: 

Monntec Infantry. Lieut. Col. P. W. Thompson; K,h Wes, v; r '„ 
Mounted Infantry, Col. .1 n Qlev 14 ih I* . ~ 

p n i T M y wey.-nth I ctinsylvania Cavalry. 

Piif W * ^ 0 ,Un 't‘ r; G,,,S0,, ’ S Ba,t,,li0 " Batteries M X O 
P.rst West Virginia Light ArtiUery. Cap,. J. V. Keeper and r. T. 

On the morning of the 6th we approached the enemy's position 
Hie infantry and one corps of cavalry was seni to the ri-ht to 
ascend a range of hills, with orders to attack the enemy’s let', D nd 

S'; by cTL o :° ..«»—» **- 

The 2nd, 3rd and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line ohlb.uely 
to the right, until their right was joined to Moor’s left r„i Moor 
says when he arrived in front of the enmy’s position, a, 1 4o c „ 
he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to move up in double 
quick, who arrived in the nick of time. "See first formation map " 


Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report 

Lieut. Col. Alex. Scott, 2nd West Virginia Mounted Infantry, 
says that at about 12 o’clock, having moved to the front, "I was 
ordered to dismount my command and fight on foot, and was 
ordered to take u position between the' third and eighth \t this 
tinier found the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry in line 
of battle, With .Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd and 8th West Virginia 
Infantry, at once immediately in front of the breastworks." 

1 went into action with two hundred men; out of that number 
there were nine killed, fourteen wounded, two mortally, one of 
whom has since died, seven severely and five slightly. 

Report of Colonel John Oley 

Lightli West Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking uiy 
place with column on the morning of the fith 1 HiHHHHHH 



Draw AIoun 


K La m u- 


mics of i lie 23rd Battalion. Latyr, Colonel Patton was ordered 
r to detach companies of tin* 22ml Virginia Infantry under 
(Inptnin Join. K. Thompson. Colonel Oeoi-ge .S. Patton commanded 
Ei-hols Brigade. Tile 22nd Virginia went into action with five 
hundred and fifty strong, losing one hundred and thirteen’ in 
killed, wounded and missing. The 23rd Virginia Battalion, three 
hundred and fifty strong, lost sixfv-one in killed, wounded and 
missing. 

Three companies of the 22nd tinder Captain Thompson, one 
hundred and twenty-five .strong, lost nine killed, thirty wounded, 
twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 t». xt. 

Report of Maj. Wm. Blessing, 23rd Virginia Battalion 

"When the fighting became very severe T was ordered to march 
with six companies to the support of Captain Marshall, who, with 
am- hundred and twenty-live dismounted cavalry, was being forced 
hack on the left. 

•• We were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. We 
wm- then reinforced by three companies of the 22nd Virginia 
Infantry, and one dismounted company of the Nth Virginia 
Cavalry. 

Report of Col. Thompson 

('f.loM.-l Thompson, 10th Virginia Cavalry, says that he sent* 
on.- hundred cavalry under command of Captain Marshall the 

.T‘ ~ in * of *«* lfl »‘ «•■<* 20th Virginia Cavalry just 

<m. -Major Blessing commanding Dennings Battery, consisting of 

, i, r I, T"' "r* ' i ‘ , " ioye ‘ i ,,is »" right of ih. 

line furiuerl by Captain Marshall. 

Report of Col. W. Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 
h. i, S vv^,' ^ f^,To"' , " , ' kc '' l,y *”’■ 3r " Md 

Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 

*•» <ie„en,| Eeho'u Tn Ik litl^i'v l ** y * lhHt he reported 

—-If,. arrived m 1° f wh " «„s then on .he 

I>roo|» Mountain n\Txu ‘ “ 1 ‘ >,,cl Jackson ut <>»• eastern 

»l'u»ln m of the Nth Reg, '!* ,uorm,, S H>e 6th. One 

°* ordered to take position on the 


__ Bkooi- Mountain Co mmihhi„ w | twMT |6 

old cJHuid or Locust Creek. The efficient men of . 

Wefe d,8mo *J I .. four companies pit. on extrenu eft 

. . 'rr . 1,1 . . Gib -.- - 

WestV J ° m ?’ Buxtcr - 0r ‘ kT, y “crgeiinl „r ( ,„ IV j- p,,,. 
Wist v irgmia infantry, was the first t„ ,. n ^ s rH ' lt - 

***** . . . .'tally ...5; the :,Zy* 


Letters Bearing Upon the Battle 

Brownsville, Fayette Comity, 
Pennsylvania. 

^ . November 16, 1927. 

Dear Sir -, 

I saw your inquiry about Colonel Schootunaker of Pittsburgh, 
m the National Tribune for the week of November 11 In reply I 
would inform you that he is dead. He diedOctober lit!,, eight v-\i* 
years of age. He died from the effects of an operation for app.-mli- 
citis. I was with Colonel Sehoonmaker in the Batth- of Droop 
Mountain in the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company E. 

George W. Arison. 


Chapel, W. Va. f July 12, 1927. 

Dear Sir and Comrade: 

I do not ieel that I have health or the strength to meet you at 
the Droop Mountain Battlefield next week, much as 1 would love to 
1 hope you will lie able to properly locate the field. If you could 
find some Confederate soldiers that were in the fight or native i-iti- 
zens who were acquainted might be helpful. As I remember the 
enemy were stationed in line of battle and we advanced on them. 
J hey soon left the patch, as I remember, during the hottest part of 
the figHt. I was near the head of the Company where we joined 
Company A. Sergeant of Company A—I ean't think of his name 
now—was killed near my side. Wheeler, Milt Rollyson ami others 
were wounded near about the same time. When the enemy Hed the 
company ami regiment that were able followed in pursuit, I think, 
to Lcwisburg. 1 confess that I was more concerned in whut was 
going on than in rioting the lay of the land. Please excuse the 
raiuliliug. Hope yon -succeed. 

Respectfully, 
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MISSION RlJ'O 


w— •••’" 1 l»»vf answered sooner hilt my hpallh is 

Prrv |K«,r nnil I have Im-. ii ill for several weeks. Now. ns I nm fee] 
me lieifer. I will fry ami write a Tew lines, giving you the informa¬ 
tion desired. 

UV earn pod, ns you will remember, in front of Joe Beard’s at 
r, ’ nt nf Dro °P Mountain. The next morning at dawn we broke 
and started across the fields toward a low gap i„ the moun ' 
,n 1 h0| r ° f tbp P ikp behind the Confederates, on the! 

;: N VM, ‘' fj U " r untain - UV "ore led by Austin Brow^ikl 
Brown and Mose Stilley, former residents of that locality 1 Before 
reaching the low gap on top of the mountain we ran into the Con¬ 
federates m the woods. The battle now begins, it being about ten 
" J °" 1 W «* Virginia was in front, followed by the 28* 

•h.o. When we .struck the Confederates we faced south. The 
"!»»•* »he lop of the mountain southward 
I was wounded near the pike, fit) or HO yards distance from it. 

•" "V ^ of " ,p ba «le. The Confederate who shot me was 
altrody wounded and was resting on a log, He shot me as I ma 
my '7 j° ,r - v ;,n ' 1 ,lisa ™ him. The other boys were wounded 
"T" "’I’ 'I 1 ;;' ™ i " 1 ' 1 P««* "Here the pike crosses the moun- 

The dead" '"‘' m twolve nnd one o’clock, 

wlii » ik! . , , WPr ° c,,r, ' ip ' 1 awn y t«» Beard’s home. 

' In i< they had creeled a temporary hospital. 

Arr'wV”^ " \r V " T """ so, ' ,lor ,(>ri in Jackson County. 

Jre W. |«. and Silas Morrison still living? 

1 glad to hear that Captain Bender was still alive ami 

m* , m hr nnq, „,v lif,. „„ |,„ liv „ “ 

i,,’, m‘t,lZn’ ’"»•"'!■ v-- 1 ’ H ' il ‘ lr ''" m , “* lrrcd . " I ™ •"’inn 

. I would III ZZm r*”' ,*? liv " s 1,1 

war day* , /! ,,,nr '' Hr,d ,a,k over our old 

sometime Drive r ‘ ^MnKryiU,. with Eugene Slaughter 

»-w^w :z,«: rm My r " iM ' “ *• - 

1 tnc won again. Most regards lo you nnd family. 

Your old comrade, 


John A. Bui 

i.m,e,Ii J'' r ..“ NI ' 01,10 wns forme,| j ri |j ne of bnU , c ^ ^ 


'•»'Kage,| with the en 
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BLOODY ANGLE WHERE 
BAXTER EELL INSIDE 
ENEMY'S LINES WHILE 
LEADING HIS COMPANY 
ALSO SHOWING UPPtt 
END OF- LAKE. 


vt OVER WHICH IOFN W VA 
28TH OIHO CROSSED AND 
.YARD line of bathe at 
46 P.M. 


WHERE THE FEDERAL INFANTRY 
STRUCK THE LEWSBURG PIKE 
AT LOWER END OF LAKE. 


i-ORMAIIONOF lOTHW.VA 
RfllHOHIOAt EDGE OF lit ID 


Incidents 


Your Commission has tried to ho murk tin* po»iiii.>u of tin- • 1 >ff< r. 
out, units mill by out mil survey mud iru.iouiri*ini*iilii, llml ih> murker* 
which we Imve plmiled imil the map* which we Iimvc pri-purcd. 
may he a sun* guide to the public, mid lie* iI.-hi' 1 'iuImiiI.i of i!»«• w.l 
din's that fought the buttle, and point to the very spot when- it., ir 
fathers stood in the greatest battle ever fought on West Virginia 
soil. 

Milton Butcher, who was Jackson'» courier, carried the last 
order tliut his chief gave. The order was to Colonel Derrick, and 
read, “Fall hack to pike, west of artillery." lie delivered the 
dispatch but his horse was killed and he was captured, hut mm'.e in* 
escape. 

Major ICester, who commanded the 4Kth Battalion, was in front 
of the 28th Ohio, lie stopped their advance anil they were giving 
back, whereupon Kester sit on led to his men lo stand firm for two 
minutes, saying they were whipped, hut before the two mi nates 
were up the 10th West Virginia coming up as Colonel Moor say*, in 
his report, "just in the niek of time," turned the tide of battle, and 
the Major found it more convenient to run than stand. 

About this time, the Confederate line was reinforced by four 
companies of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, and one company of the 
14th Virginia Cavalry dismounted. They poured a deadly lire from 
behind a fail fence into the ranks of the 10th West Virginia Infan¬ 
try, and especially into Company F, which happened to he in an 
exposed position, and many of its members were being shot down, 
and many wounded and some of its members began to fall back. 
Their Captain was in prison and the First Lieutenant was on v.aff 
duty, und the company had but one commanding officer. Lieutenant 
Henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the orderly sergeant was in ad¬ 
vance of the company. At this point our Chairman saw the condi¬ 
tion of the company und went up to Baxter and requested him to 
get buck and help tine up the company. To this request Baxter 
never replied, hut rushed up and kicked two or three rails off of 
the fence and they both jumped over the fence anti Baxter received 
a mortal wound. W. F. Morrison, \V. M. Barnett and John A. 
Blugg we believe were the next to cross the fence, and while crons- 
ing Blagg was badly wounded and Barnett had a leg shot off. Mor¬ 
rison escaped unharmed. The man who shot Barnett gave his life 


o nl Nfln».i.Ml NV< t.i ) , M . , UaiVAVJ V4 / ' 


Ok.nii- Aimr xt. ilN Commission 


. ,,,M * .. I"""" 1 - George n. Morrison, Silos Carr and 

’ >lMl '' r i "'- r " ,l,e »'*•« « f any F to cross the rail fence 
or.,I near the close of the battle. No braver man than 

.- wmttowan A few .. . 

-r > - Major Madeyof the 22„,| Virginia was mortally wounded, 
• ■ 'ryme to rally Ins men to make another stand. FTc was an 
...i, • i and soldier of courage and daring. 

.f ,0 ' l "' ,ic SL '‘' , "' S occurred ar that battle: After the 

'' . ",.'i' ,,r ' ,,lrli, ‘ rs WIW >" 8»»l..-r .... the dead and 

'"" l »“«"•« »•»«-• number .Inis detailed was Andrew T 
Sl,,, , r ' M ' r '' ,,,|m,, v Wes. Virginia Infantry. They were 

, '‘V n • Sh " r ' >'^'^1 a dead soldier, ami took 

"" ; "" 1 wounded together. He felt a crooked finger 

d.-a.l soldier's ha.nl, and the size and feel n r the man convinced 
Me.r. that was Ids brother, dolm. lie. therefore, called for some 
"* '«•'«» « Mil. saying that In- had found his brother and 
! ,l ® com, ed for a certainty that the man 

'"•* brother l„ relating the incident to Dr. W. p. N ew lon 
" r, ' ,p lmtrl '*- ,,, • *"'*1 'l»'t he took his brother by the’ 

1 X * 1 s’brother' h " m " hV W,,leh he knew *• “Mess 

I l"s h an incident so rare that nothing similar has ever lo our 
.'• r, ' l '"rded in the annuls of warfare * 

thcrmL^ri’k 0 y0 '. ,BB ... W, “ 0,,s “ rml among 

" looking intently mt o the face of each one On 

a *“ l “ ki '" ! - I «» looking for 

....ir’r^Jr'rr : r r: r bmk ~ 

Inoking among the dead ,l lct wife was 

... t ..«**«™.« 

"...—.t. . .. 

. 

.. ^ »”-w t^zztz 


Dunne Mountain CiiMNUam Itu-n 


, . , , .'.f.-.uia- mgi • 

ulurlcd around, breaking the longue ntf the wagon. They ii».-n pm 
some fence rails on the wagon to set. it on (ire, ami he ^,,1 f „ r 
1 several years after the war people would conn- to gather up *■„ 
temp lead over the fields. 

Major Henry II. Withers, of the 10th West Virginia Infantry 
. " ils 11 '’ l ' ave a,ul fc « le *' Ashler. At the battle of C,.<h,r <>-,* t,,- 
was rallying his men and getting hot, he threw off 1 ,. | 

having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were 
hemg taken .0 the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and -ak-n 
some distance to the rear, before his identity was known. He foimht 
with great bravery at Droop Mountain. 

Dr. T. M. Harris, of IJarrisville, W. Vu., was a physieian 0 r 
note, and when the Civil War came on he recruited the loth West 
Aiignnn Infantry Regiment and became its Colonel. He served 

"'ll. distinction through the war. II,- . 

the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Our Chairman Mr 
.Sutton, saw him win Ids star, under the immediate eye of General 
Grunt, at Port Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de¬ 
fense at Petersburg, Virginia. 

Hamilton Griggs, a member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
is authority for a story illustrating tile coolness of Colonel Harris 
m battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was lending 
Ins regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Mountain 
lie passed to a seetion so rough that he dismounted and was had¬ 
ing Jus horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through 
the long, red beard then worn by the Colonel, mining out a wisp. 
He stripped out the severed whiskers and us lie dropped them to 
the ground, turned to Adjutant John Warnicke and said : ■•John, 
take my horse hack to the rear; I’m afraid he'll get shot." Then 
sfie continued to lead the charge 011 foot. V 


Hon. Felix Sutton sun I 
in the 10th West Virginia 

Name Rank 

James Pickens, Private 
Samuel Swecker, Private 

George Wulton, Private . 

lienj. Muure, Private 
Isaac Hurkhammur, Private 
George Ushurn, Corporal... 
franklin Fisher, Private 
John Queen, Private 


tlie following list or killed and wounded 
Volunteer Infantry. 

Co. Remarks 
A Gunshot wound through luft leg 
A Gunshot wound through left leg 
A Gunshot wound in knee joint, right side 
C Gunshot wound in left hit), bull retained 
C Gunshot wound through left forearm 
C Gunshot wound through right arm 
D Gunshot wound right thigh, middle third 
I> Gunshot wound through left shoulder 






John Blngg, Private.... 

Sf«wJon Squire*. Private 

K. B. \\ heeler, Private-._ 

Jacob Riffle, Private. 


i. E 
D 
K 

. F 


F 

F 

F 


Silas M. MorrisoA, Private.F 

Addison Wilson, Private. JF 


George C. Giilispie, Private ...F 

Milton Re Hyson, Private .F 

John Rollyson, Private.F 

Coleman Wyant, Private.G 

M. A. Jeffries, Corporal . G 

Nimrod Weiss. Private.ff 

James M. Randle, Private. JJ 


m.i.hnl wound through right arm above 
nml below elbow 

Gunshot wound through little finger 
Gunshot wound right hand 
GU t n nined"' < ’ Undleft kneo joint re- 

Gunshot wound through right leg ne-ir 

knee joint 

c ” , fcS ri ' hl * nk "- 

Gun«h°,‘ Woundt °P of ri Bht shoulder 
p“" h ho wound through left shoulder 
Gunshot wound through left arm shat¬ 
tered humurus ’ f” 1 i 

Gunshot wound through both arms ' 

mtI°e t fi W n°ge n rs thr ° U * h middIe > a " d 
Gunshot wound through left leg 
Cnnshor wound through left forearm 
Gunshot wound through middle finger 

ripht hand 

rr^r un :l in , al ; domen - A^h wound 
Gunshot wound in left thigh 

GU bowe t l 8 WOlmd in Hpht side - Perforating 

Gunshot wound in left thigh, lower third, 
flesh wound ' 


KILLED 


B. Curry, Sergeant.A 

G. I. Shaw. Private . .A 

•'has. Bryson, Private.D 

M. Shriever, Private. r 

John D. Bnxter, O. S..p 

Coleman Channel, Captain.II 

David Sanders, Private. H 

Wesley Pullens. Private . H 


Gunshot in head 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot in head' 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot in bowels 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot mortally 


sergeant, Compa'ny 1 F.'kMed' 0 ™ Wounded ,n 28th 0hio : their orderly 


fiehfT ;"-T fi0n ’r l>W * n c,,llfifI ,0 the Dr °"P Mountain Battle- 
SllH L ""** 7 Sh ° Wn "" ° V( ‘ r "’ P State, and being 

grittier ntln.efinn 0 " T ^ P " mI of ,he State, no 

moun.ninH and ‘j v ' ~ Zilu*'* I*"","' 0 7"''" S,:eni< ' vipws the 


wr.tLu^,:;r' T "r t h val1 ^ ^ 

leading uira.ti ' ' " inke >r0 ° P iMmin,nin nnp "f the nation’s 

iJ.ng.alin.eDons, and wdl advertise West Virginia. „ 8 nothing 

_ .. 


being ,ri,t fort,,7or^h Mr , UH 7 ti0n '° M, '‘ f “ Ct th *‘ thp ««■* 'hat is 
has m'i i| 1P | 1( . artv “ ,l " v ‘ ,ln P»"‘nt nud beautifying the battlefield 

.. and h «Mhe uni^Z: * °' d . .of either 

ersal approval of the citizens of the Stale. 
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GROVE OF TREES 


ro uTLn MM bREAU WORKS 

1° T H ' U . 5 N fc 0 ,J 0. SHOWING YANHE 
WHITt H OUSt TO LEF 
«NtMUVHHt ,s HfcADQUART 
ON NIGHT BEFORE THE BATTLE 


Scenes from Droop Mountain Rattlcfirld 



















passed ilit 1 following resolution 

"AV«V»W. That we. flip West Virgin id Historical Society ,.,n- 
nrstiv i-ommeml the Droop Mountain Hattie Kiel.I Gommission for 
l ' ,,,, ’ rs J " ,d *<’al. «cc|tiiri.i K title to the land .... which the 

battle was fought, and for the work that has hen done an,. 

, 7 " mt ,s ,,e, " K made tw < b ° improvement and bcmLifving nnr 
", ' f rc#tc " t m,,nrnl sm,ic views of the State; and that funds 
should hr appropriated to carry on the work that the CdmmisJn 
has begun. 1 

•• ft'solved. That the thanks or the Society arc herrhv extended 
t" Governor Gore for the aid he has given the Battlefield Commis¬ 
sion m its work, and 

‘ Resolved, furl her, That the memory of the brave men, of both 
armies, who fought the memorable battle of Droop Mountain, 
should he perpetuated for all time by monuments and parks, and 
hc ,mttle s histor >-, and that the State should no longer neglect this 
ustone battlefield in beautifying a spot, drenched with the blood of 
, n "' n sons - around which cluster so many sacred memories of the 
rlearj. 

Vnur Commission further reports that the land optioned is not 
complete, nor can it be made so. without acquiring the fifteen acres 
reserved. This your commission would recommend should be done, 
at a reasonable price, to he agreed upon by the parties in interest. 

'e wish to call special attention to the topography of the 
mountain. There is a straight ridge running north arid south, 
through the greater part of the land optioned. This ridge Ls 
smooth and rises to the north and would make a fine field for 
airplanes to operate. 


Another matter or special interest is an ancient lake that was 
' IS,:, n ere, I by the Chairman of your Commission. Its outline is 
plainly marked and shows it to have been a magnificent lake of 
" • tbe co,,ntless "Ses have encroached upon its shores, until 

w j ,1 > eIder b ™ b , moss and vines. Its waters flow 
_,.r , ;:,"Y nd of , lhc lako - and with two small fills would, in all 
“V ®*** 114 ro impound tbe waters, to a depth of sev- 

.. ' a " d . a dnvaw ay around the lake would be about one mile 

a m .t i n ‘ "' C bCllCVC that U,c of the lake, covering 

Yo r r W ° Uld “Elions of mountain t^ut. 

~ cnd th,t u “ 

and a deed obtained and the title to the fifteen 


Dio,nr Mu, •: 


aer, , i« reserved mIiuiiIiI sl»o !„• nl>tnin<-d M)l ,i ,i IM , at| ,»»»•,; 

♦uri.fKIO dll mu> ... for t Ik j i, and Ut 

Hip work of improvement *» rapidly ,, , 

furlh,*r rpiiummend that the market,,hi." timber »n <|„. lei-i. t, 
and I lint tlm ridge, hereinbefore referred in. sli,..,|,| u 
silil for flying iiineliim-s; and also ihat the »«ie r of n,. ui, , 
be impounded; and that suitable driveway* al ,d ml„-r 
features Iw, prepared as earl.v as p<e-it.|r and ilm, uhinuueer . 
park may lie cslalilished and maintained that wmiW l*-, U | , 
to those in other atates. 

^ our ( ommission would further reeoiutaend Dial vuur 
leney call the attention of the Governors ..f Ivan,* .... 

In the very valuable service rendered by the Hth p. , U |„ 
' nvn,r y. commanded by Colonel Sehoonmaker. and lit. 2* 
Infantry, commanded by Colonel Moor, as thenr ..tale* m4r i„ 
io perpetuate the memory of those brave men by * smint. 
ment, or monuments placed on the battle lines where lie- 
Your Commission here expresses the Itelief that by tie *. 
lure of a reasonable sum of money on the Droop Mo,;,.,*;,, 
field that it would become such an attractive rrsm-t and of , 
to the State beyond estimation in dollars and rents, and ,, 
same would produce a patriotic sentiment that would for, 
blended and chartered around the field that bolds so many 
memories. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

•J no. D. Sittok. 

N. F. Kevdsu.. 

R. F. Kroo. 

M. M. liAsmaoK, 

A. L. Uelmick 
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cniupccl for Ihe night. On tin- morning of the tiih. <;< iun,i .\--rMi 
lltn-w nut n strong skirmish Uni- that cleared bin fiuin i., ,m- f <lnl 
of the Mountnin. About !) a. m. Hip Hub W. Yu. infi . 2Mb « 

Inri. mill one company of the Hlh IV inv. mi l two p„.,.** „f 
Bwiug’s lint lory were Kent sirouml on aback mail lit/Cj nubs wberv 

lliey formed, nnd Ktrnek the enemy in ... Here is where the 

principal mid hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing 
over one amall plot of cleared land, not comprising more than one 
acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of 
I hose wounded died Inter, ko if in this battlefield covering nearly 
two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven thousand deter¬ 
mined soldiers, what, would the casualty list have been if tbo land 
bad been cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a 
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great 
slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 


baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and Sth \Y. 
Vn. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of tbp 14th Pa. Cavalry in 
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces, 
composed of the 22nd Va. Lift, and 10th Ya. Cav. and other 
units up the mountain, near the summit. While further on the 
lefl of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel Averell s 
regiment, 20th Va.. Colonel..commanding. Kcsler s Lat¬ 

in linn, 23nl Va., Major Blessing; four companies Derricks hat- 
inlion. a portion of the 22nd Va. Lift. Some or these units have 
been twice named because, as the fighting became more severe on 
the Confederate left, they weakened their right by sending rein¬ 
forcements to strengthen their left. 1 give il as my opinion, know¬ 
ing the spirit or the men who fought that battle, that if the army 
bad not been protected by a dense forest, that fifty per cent of the 


nu-n engaged would have been slaughtered. 

The forces engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con¬ 
federate units, regiments, battalions and independent companies 

While Hie Pnion forces were composed of nine units, regimen s 
•n! battalions, there was but a slight different?* n. the numbers 

.M-ing the two armies, ihe 10th West Virgin.* infttnto nnd 

i be e«nl Ohio I hut comprised the flanking party am | L, 

r.ple fighting was officially reported as 1175 soldiers wu 

v!nr. nfantry. Confederate, was reported Loffl• > «» 

.1 ,„„l Ihe Virgtai. bJ!*. 

Marshall uilll 125 dismounted cavalry. ( apt , nsr d « very 

wv». .ml .Major Kesler’s battalion and other ■'»<« 



Droop Mountain Commission Rra*c 


camped for llio night. On the morning of the fith. General Avcrell 
throw out n strong skirmish lino that don rod his front to tho foot 
of tho Mountain. About i) a. m. the 10th \V. Va. Inft., 28th Ohio 
Inl'l. and one company of the 14th Pa. Cnv. anil two pieces of 
Ewing's Hattcry were sent around on a hack road fit/, miles where 
they formed, and struck the enemy in force. Mere is where the 
principal and hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing 
over one small plot of cleared land, not comprising .more than one 
acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of 
those wounded died later, so if in this battlefield covering nearly 
two thousand acres of land anil fought on by seven thousand deter¬ 
mined soldiers, what would the casualty list have been if the land 
had been cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a 
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great 
slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and 8th W. 
Va. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of the 14th Pa. Cavalry in 
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces, 
composed of the 22nd Va. Inft. and 1 Oth Va. Cav. and other 
units up the mountain, near tlie summit. While further on the 
left of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel Averell’s 
regiment, 20th Va.. Colonel..commanding. Keslcr's Bat¬ 

talion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; four companies Derrick’s bat¬ 
talion, a portion of the 22nd Va. Inft. Some of these units have 
la'en twice named because, as the fighting became more severe on 
the 1 ‘nnfoderate left, they weakened their rigid, by sending rein- 
fnn-eincnts lo strengthen their left. I give it as my opinion, know¬ 
ing the spirit of the men who fought that battle, that if the army 
had not been protected by a dense forest that fifty per cent of the 
no n engaged would have been slaughtered. 

The forces engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con- 
f»<lcrittc iiuils, regiments, battalions and independent companies. 

While the Fnion forces were composed of nine units, regiments 
an I battalions, there was but a slight difference in the numbers 
e->tn|Mning the two armies, the 10th West Virginia infantry and 
the 23rd Ohio that comprised the flanking party and did the prin¬ 
ciple fighting was officially reported as 1175 soldiers while the ‘-2nd 
' irgiiiin Infantry. Confederate, was reported officially af .».»0 sol- 
d -r* strong and Hie 23rd Virginia Battalion 360 strong. Captain 
Marshall with 126 dismounted cavalry, Captain Derring’s battalion 
and Major Keslcr's battalion and other units composed a verj 
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?h* r.tw state «p.a formed .Lilt ft large numb#* 1 of the county cilltica 

• ■ ” : i: re anted, to e leag .• t, iue 

landed proparty owners of Pocahontas county. TThen theBe returned from their . 
service, it was to fir.d much of their property demolished, their confederate 
money worthless, and in 1866 they were deprived of their right ot vote. 

In 1670 those persons who had been disi'rancnisec were again given the privil¬ 
ege to vote, and the old County Court was reestablished aB it had existed prior 
to 1663. 

Prom - Index to Records of Poca County 

In Pearl Buck’s Book "The 2xile" which is a story of her mother Caroline 
3tulting who lived at Hillsboro, she tells many thiifs that happened in that 
•vicinity during the Civil Ear. The Stultings were surrounded by slave owing 
families, yet they had been taught to have a borrow of owning human beings, and 
3 ince they owned no slaves felt they had no ri^it ot fight. Yet they were to 
loyal to Virginia to fight against her and so declared themselves neutral. 

This of course did not make them popular and there was some threatening murmur 
against them. Yet none of their neighbors came out openly against them. However 
there came a day when a band of southern soldiers cane for the son Cornelius, 
who was an able bodied young man. When he refused to go they undertook to force 
him to go. They got him on a horse, but his mother clung to his leg anjl refused 
to let go. They were thus-forced to let him go. He went to a cabin on Droop 
LSountain and for the two remaining years of the war lived there alone. He raised 
food end took it to his family at night. Therefore when the Little Levels was 
swept by the passing southern armies, when fields ere devastated and barns and 
stores robbe$, the Stultings had food. 

Then there was the dreadful day when north and south met in the battle 
of Droop l^untain. Cornelius was forced to hide in a cave that dey and when 
sight came made his way home his clothes torn and his hands and oare legs bedley 
scratched. But his little field was ruined by cannon balls. 



/ 


S*.e tell* how for a shcrt tine after the slave. were freed, they hardly 
_^red - stir abroad, and that Cornelius lied to Join tb Eu Klux Eltn fcr a 
*iile to get the freed slaves to let them alone. (So far 1 have not been able 
to find any reference to the K.K.E. in any other writings, but moBt of the 
slaves were in the Little Levels and they perhaps hed an orgenigation fo'r a 
short tine.) , - 

She tells that the armies at first were gay ana assured, then shaken and 
surprised, then vegeful and desperate, and at last despairing and vanquished., 
yet nore dreadful than these were the armies of the victprs, Sweeping triump¬ 
hant over the fertile fields, devistating conquerors. 

When defeat was accepted, a fever to begin life was everywhere present. 
During these four years there had been no school as the men had been fighting 
and the women striving to keep the home together. Therefore, there han been 
no tine to think of ecucetion, There were no shops nothing to be bought every¬ 
thing had to be produced at heme. 


From- The Exile - Buck. 
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He appeared to be folh 
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. mg 88BU1 wi ino l^vunt) .. ClOU Kc}», i«ii nceuu I 

u If paid Hie bide for tbe . he Seven Days, Eight around Kiel.! 
4 itd t.•..t receipt* therefor. Un- | round, Slaugliler Muuiiteln, Scconn i 
dcf date ..f June 25, 1551, be render I Manattet, Breatow Station. Sharps, 
ed an lie i,(red account under expert , burs. Fiederickaburg, Sec md Win 

tra Incurred on march of "Porahon cheater Heltjeburc. Mine Run -‘ 

ta> Revue*." irti minting to *6S GS. | tlie IVi'derneas. At tha WI d, 

It was alluwrd ard SI5 paid on ac I the 25th- —*-*• **— ** 

cfunt He note* a balance of *43 6S 1tas Rvs< 
due him and I doubt II It-- 


'and he appealed to the Supreme 
jCouri. "here the case dragged along 
for years 1 presume that the - 


>r. uioit HCJ8, l on nepUU i; —. 

!>«)*, Fight around Run. I ' or J** r ‘ i yrt-umw vn»v me case 
luglner Mountain, Seuono ! »C»' nst ‘be Captain just naturally 
HreMon Station. Shams ! *‘ :n ‘ b 7 the hos'd when the new 
state went democratic In 1670, a new 
„„ constitution adapted aod the right* 

A> me nI dcrtie** of the southern sympathisers restored 
was captured: tbe Pucahun 1 wl11 loolt that case up some daj 
.-•acues and replacements hau when I have the time 1 have the 
ll been reduced to seventeen men; of Impresalon that Count Stofer was de 
; ihis seventeen, eleven lived through fended by Spencer Dayton, e native 
the war. six dying In prison. of New England, father of the tele 

, The last member of Company I, to Judge A G Dayton, of Philippi, 
piss over that 1 know of w*s Captain United States District Judge. 1 do 
• *jj *- .... —- ■ know that Mr Dayton successfully 


| paid tu him. t 

( The big Item of expense was *37.42 
for shoes—nlcelicn pairs bought on !• 

May at Philippi, from J p pass over that 1 know of was Captain <- niatu stales mamet Judge. 1 do 
Thompson The other Items Include J W Mathew*, of Anthony* Creek, know ‘hat Mr Dayton successfully 
bacon, talloa, flour, meal, horse feed who died about twelve year* ago. defended the numerous Confederate 

- i.... ’ Captain Stofer came from the Val eoldlers who were Indicted for murder 

... — - lawyer, »f‘er the « r •“ *“*- 


; oacon, tallow, Hour, meal, horse feed, U,C Y “ UJU ' 

gloves, hats, cotton cloth, calico, Captain Stofer came from the V 

socks, shirts, blankets and whatnot' le r ° r v *'lflnla. He was a lawyer, wivor me war, m uus county. 

On May 20. at ,1 IV. Marshall’s a " d lie # ierv ' d tts commonwealth’s at My friend, the late Hugh P Me 

ore he bought a pair of gloves for U,rneJ ' ,u ' Pocahontas a number of Lauglilln, always took delight In re 

iptaln Slufer at 25 cents and sli ‘“ rrDS l,e had been * soldier In the ( latlng his experiences as a boy or 

rub* for privates for ll.oo. Also 9 , Mexican war, and fought In a num . this "Tin Cup Campaign” Semi 


Captain Slufer at 25 cents and six 
combs fur privates for 11.00. Also 2 
cravats, SJ; 2 flannel shirts, *2; and 
, 2 more pair gloves 50 oeuls. 

On May 22, at Beverly, from A & U 
Crawford, two bats for *3.25. From 
I burkef. also at Beverly, pair of 
shoes at *2 and 2 pairs socks 30 cents. 

On Hie same dale from JS B. Bucher 
12 1-2 pounds of tallow for Si °5 and 

152 1 2 pounds of bacon at 14c,"»s 35 ( ,cu,,a - 1 remember him ss a friendly 
May 24. Elder Douglas was / c °urtly gentleman known i i 
ff il l fur supper, lodging and I clrc,e of friends as' the "ciu *,." We 


terms He had been a soldier In tbe ( latlng his experiences as a boy on 
Mexican war, and fought In a num this "Tin Cup Campaign" Some 
her of bailies. My recollection I* where a'ong the road to Plilllppl that 
that Captain Siofer was not wounded | came to a farm where there ... . 


came to a farm where there was a 
mowing machine with Its toogue 


In the war between the states until’mowing machine wl.. 

tlie battle of Cross Keys when he fell propped up. In a shed Few of them 
with five bullet holes In him Every had ever seeo a mower. *rd word was 
ooe of these wounds was considered pawed down the ranks that It was * 
mortal, but be recovered and surtlv cannon One boy took a good look 
ed he w^ar some twenty years. Ax a at It. and remarked on the length of 
ichild, I remember him as a friendly, I the rarnrnd! 
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_ After The civil Ear. 
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I. need to m». the OonTedoret.. grit th.lr »,.th .hen th.y ... th. M »„ 
soldiers ...r th.lr blue .ray overeoets. *b.n th. rire, gr.no jury 
erter the »er, th. blue otercoet. predominated end the Oonrede™,.. . tla lt 
looked like a squad of Union soldiers. 

grondTather 1 . p. Po.ge .ould „ lu . allo , anJr 

or hi. really to a. e„. He ..leys .old -you loot t o auch line ._ 

aen the firet gread jury aet ... a .. a day for th . onur.du.te. for 
cent or th. prominent ConTederete .errlor. .ere indicted eherge. rouging 
moaaurder den. Out the reseotaent occe.ioned by the rtr beceae .cue.,.. 
Sliced by the .indoa or the lending aen nnd . condition of'toler.tion 

oduced. Tnile the soldiers continued to vote es they had shot, it w a8 
..thing note then heelthy rlyelry. n„d they .orhed together tery ,. u . 
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* a J’. Andrew Price. 

the 01.11 Per the ConTederete ..Idler. .ere deputed or the right. 

wt „ 1P ' by ‘ telr lMblbtJ ' *° — - *-* oeth. Beror. e aen .ould 
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ConTederney. This did not plena. Cap: , . ,, 

• - -ten ceptnln or th. -Pocahoht.. P.ecuer.. ... or Co. 1 . , th ,rg,u. 
-• ** — °Ppertnnlty he presented h la.ur .* th. b’er .. . 

' 7;; — —'—let . i.rt orr. irtw 

' ‘ J f l,emCC 13 tbe ° f the Sotfwdcrate Sta:e». 7ae Jury 
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DROOP MT. STATE PARZ 


On top of picturesque Droop Mountain, about four miles 
from the little town of Hillsboro, in West Virginia, CCC Camp 
Price, Co. 2,598 have done some r/onderful work on the State 
Park. 


It was on this site that the greatest battle of the Civil 
War in West Virginia was fought about 72 years ago. It is said 
that the only brass cannon that this part of the confederate array 
had lies buried In a swamp within a stone’s throw of the camp. 
Although 72 years have elapsed since the great battle, many signs 
and memoirs of it are left. While rambling through the woods one 
may find the old rock breastworks which were used by the Confed¬ 
erate and Union soldiers alike. 

About three miles from the oamp there is a large cave in 
uhioh soldiers manufactured gun powder. It is now known as 
"Saltpetre Cave.” Occasionally old grave markers are found. 

Although there are signs posted along Route 219 showing the 
position Of the great battlefield, it has not yet received much 
attention from tourists because of the seemingly impossibility of 
exploration, as not much can be seen from the highway. This is 
Ileal place for picnic's, as the 000 boys have built chimneys 

"■ ^ C ° 0ltinS ' “* ■* tables, etc. and have made the site 

bottle one of the better known porks in, Pest Virginia. Roads 

trallS h3Ve b ~* «“* load to views that are entrancing. 

Visitors are always welcome. 
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FOCaSONIAS COUNTY 


BATTLES OF HILL POINT AND 
DROOP MOUNTAIN 

j.n November 1B63 there were no Confederate forces of any site anywhere in 
V.est Virginia except in the Greenbrier Valley. That was held by the Confederates 
fror. its head to its foot, some 170 miles, by between four and five thousand soldiers, 
prctecting Virginia from attack from the west. 

General Kelly, in command of the department of beet Virginia, gave orders to 


General averill at neverly and General Duffie at Gauley bridge to send armies to met', 
at Lev/isburg and drive the Confederates out of the Greenbrier Valley. 

Averill care into Pocahontas by the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike and turned 
s" th at Travelers Repose. At that time the Confederate troops were stationed as 
follows: At Glade Eill in the upper part of the county was Captain »*. L. L'cNeel’s Co., 
At Edray, Captain J. 7.'. L^irshall was in charge of a detachment watching the liarlins 
Bottom and Huttonsville Turnpike; Col. Yi. 7 S. Arnett had a regiment at llarlins Bottom in 
comfortable log houses getting ready to winter there; Colonel Yi. L. Jackson had the 
main part of his regiment the 19th Virginia Cavalry at liill Point; Col. Vi. P. Thompson 
was away with a part of his regiment on an expedition to Nicholas County and had 
gotten as far as Cola Knob in Greenbrier Co., Gen. Echols had the main part of the 
troops at Lev/isburg. 


l.cNeel’s Co., at Glade Hill discovered the Advance of Averill and sent a 
messenger to warn Arnett at Larlins oottom of the -advance, averill moved swiftly, and 
but for this courier getting through would nave surprisea tne wonieaerates in ti.eir 
• A it was the ItcNeel bddiers got tor. close and four were captured, and John 


*' ' c ' ee ^ horse shot and he rot a broken leg out of it. The main camp of 


c ee. s Co. was cut off and they escercd by going up Galfords Creelr and crossing 
f A ’>-rheney fountains to t: e waters cf rack Creek. 
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f »o would note succeeded tut for Col. (,. p 
recelled froc Cold Knob with », P U * r ‘° “ d beea 

h hls c,y,lr y end wee une.ddlinr ot hi. ,• 

dohn S. Kellisoo fern when Jackson' s • olo cex, on th. 

Creek reed. Thomson in.edi.tel, went Z LT ^ l ^ ^ ^ 

r;- -— - - -—«w w.nt.7„ 

*" *° S “ Ch “ ««* th.t Arnett got by. * 

On thie expedition, Averill hed with hi. son. signel experts it 

“* «* «*■ «* et Huntersville, while o- e- ” ^ 

Chepel where they were to ‘ * “ to ^ yin 

' sere to send up rockets to corw.ur.ioet. the no.it, 

"»!• Harris end his troops. ' ’’ “ ali success cf 

LerrUt «" *P Of th.. hill St runtersvm. to „ 

»ad Serniel-a w~+ w»r 8 v«le to obserre the signal* 

*» to sent up et Jl ^ ** t! " ***l» «• 
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*^ r «icke *a £ not . .* k ^ “ trv ' ards Kl**r*d that 

. 

V; “‘ th0U£h «" C — b red sgelnst the sky. lb.,' 



/ 

f • - “*"** r ’ < ” ith th ' — «•'*«»- «.♦... w. u ;.. 

Thursday .'ov, 5, 2863. »•»« ini, ^ , 

° D afty * Point has never teen riven the 

credit for the baptism by fire tho-t- J 

•V fire th.t .1. had that d „ y wh , t next diy 

* °- 0CP •—>. "** -—dead it td Buch . 6r „ >t extmt . ' 

Federal armies were at Stephen Hale 

pnen dale Run and on the hill between that run and Kill 

Foint. The Confederates formed a battle , 

battle line along the banks of Stamping Creek for a 

*"• ° r ‘”V h ' ir ‘ rtin ' , ' y W * S “ tb = hil1 J-» -th of Kill Point. Khera than 

rJM began te. thunder it occurred to decheon that hia h.ttlo lino »as Juat the right 

distance fro* the federal batteries to ha in -ansa of grape shot and ho .dthdre. his 

*” y * the ” 5lip Sil “«^ -eara until they .are hid by tha bend of th. 

mountain, and he took them out bv the rn„+. 

n ouu oy the flint pats near Tom Beards. Having gotten his 

troops under way, he looked up to the i nnJ „ 

P long smootn summat of uroop fountain and decided 

to tat, hia stand thara. ny nightfall ha .as in- crap on tha ore., loosing doan on th. 

federal aray as they Kindled their rirea in tha hroad yields of the Little Levels. 

On that Thursday the federal troopa .t Karlina hotter, got .ord to out out the 

bloc hade and rove on to Kill Point. Before they left, they burned the log o.blna the 

Confederates had planned to winter in. 

On that Thursday, too. General Echols at Lewisburg heard that Gan. Duffle with an 
arsy was covering M„ frora Gauley B r i d g e . and hverill „.a coding fro. Beverly, ao he go 
busy. Ee sent a regii^.est on the Midland Trail to hold Duffio. Be noved the re- 

of hia array to Pooah.ontas. That day he raarched hia r.en fourteen railea end ..nt 
“ “ S?riat Creel! ‘ Ih * .'ere to reinforce Jackson who an to fell 

„ d 11 " C " C ' ! ” 0O ” 10 3 ° la him- lhat nl 6 ht - message ins received by Echols th.t the 
-am array res ranch larger than they hed thought at first, and that there .ould be 
8 - b a1 -e next day on top of Droop fountain. 

reacfed" 1 ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' : ^ tr ' • r 

P tuntain at nine o’cloci; that same.morning. 1'hia was a record n*rch. 
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-dlM rvor mountain roads. But when +v. . 

, . ‘ * ^ C * r ' # b ‘ ck thAt night they made 

it in •Urm hours. These mountain 

ln r ‘ en marCh8d 56 «ll.. in 42 hours, and had 
wasted 7 hours fighting a battle Th nv „ 

' h ’ J “” r .hen they r eached 

L „ is bur E for Sum* « du. th.r. «,.* ao rui UE . 

“ *• «* ^ - -re„n .Iso d.em.on „ 

E0h0l ‘ ' rt * h - of -Pound 5000 soldiers w„e snored 

“* foot of th. mountain. Be ... in pl.m ^ of the Co.fedev.te, 0 „ ^ 

s„d lt« impossible to march op th. mountain .nd attach from the front without b.iuj 
seen. Ihorsfore, he sent «*. dusuetu, Koore. of the feth Ohio Bepiment. .nd Co!. 

I. L. Hsrris, of the loth «.H Tir E ini., to mat, . fa*!* movement snd attach 
the Confederetes from the rear ; Averin rn.de gestures of attack from the front ' 
.hile Boots .nd hsrris with .bout 1000 soldiers went over the nountsin .nd through 
the woods to attack in the rear. 

kost of us have grown up with the idea that the Confederates neglected to guard 
their left flank and that they were taken by surprise, but a study of the official 
dispatches on both sides do not bear out that theory. It seems that no less than 
four detachments were sent against this attack and that they fought a long and bloody 
battle for about a mile through the thick forest and underbrush on top of the 
mountain, .and v.hat is more, instead of being surprised-by the flanging movement. 


a Confederate soldier fired the £irst shot. ?his soldier said. "lYe were ly^ng in the 
»ocas watching for the Federals to advance and the first we se* of them was when 
8 solder showed his head over a rail fence. This was the first soldier killed at 
Droop * 

ore b&'jB that the Confederates raised at this fence and poured a devastating 
..is^cen. his was the critical moment, baa his men broken at this 
se L.e battle would have been lost. The men were commanded to lie down, and 
—autes Col. Earris’s regiment joined him and they went forward fighting 
fcr , inch 0 f the way, arriving at last at the cleared hill where the rebel 
Cillery was." 



* rf : F<int “ *c>oeho8ta« 

f>e laitl* hung i n th . uia*o» *»c* 6 

*— ™ t - r * 4w * t * — **«.trrr‘" r *■ **** * *• 

f ., ««• in tw . tir t r " 0f th “ 

/ . „ , • th * **"» Th.„ th. 23re Virgin!. 

' w.3 ordered into the woods on th. * B * 

® X reine lel>t to support Thompson. 

*** WCl ’ . ““ OUr COnPaaiM ° f the 14th Virginia Cavalry (Cochran’. 

”” int ° the — *»• *• ^ 

Anally * Fi clced bod y of troops from thre„ ,_ 

niianies of the 22na, including U&pt. 

'«-es InCi'fill* 6 2.ichelas nlues. v/.t*. . 1 ■ 

*** ’ 6re pla0ed ““*«* ^pt. John A. Thompson and they 

elunged into the fatal woods and bv a . 

perate charge actually stopped the advance 

but the text wave went over them. 

Areri]1 "Arched n F the wa.t.1, fro. th. front „h,„ h . detected th. fighting 
m th. rwr. *h.n hi. r..oh.d th. top of th. .contain th, Conf,d„r.te fore, 
trok, .no re. Th. F.d.r.l, fought . .torn oh..e b.ttl. »ith th.» for hour.. 

Those who have made a study of troop movements which culminated in the cattle 
of Droop Lountain say that General Echols had no time to stay and fight it out with 
AveriH when he knew another Onion army was coming to cut off his rear by way of 


Lewisburg; Ee was in a trap and it was up to him to get his army out before it 

could be sprung. 

It was a far more reaching victory than the Richmond government was willing to 
admit, for it was the last stand in a way that the Confederates made in Yi'est Virginia. 

*' e retreat took them well down to Dublin, and no rebel army was assembled here 
after that time. This was the turning point of the war so far as the mountains were 


concerned. 


It was fought by troops from the two Virginias with one regiment each from 
0>«io and rennsylvnaia. Jt broke ’ Confederate* and determined the 

control of* the v.estern part of Virginia. 

Car.. Echoic reported that the only trophy the Federal* could boast of was the 
capture cf a brass cannon. This cannon was a twelve pound howitser or sling and was 
rr: ,e cf the Confederate army, but it had beer, injured in a battle ax Y«hite 





» t , ,* * kili >citjt ‘ >ocnj l0lltM 


* ' ' 1 y * * un ~* r b.for., . 

; ^ to Ct ' U,d " 0l U " 0d 11 Vjrie3 

0 f * r * B 5b known this cannon was 

. r , rr • t ,u,h it i, beli* vod t0 . * 

buried on the McCoy lend. 

. .!.n Johnson lost * n 

n this battle. It wee his third wound. He 

cent: ei ir. the dispatches for hi* u. 

bravery and courage. He said that it was 

*. -• hottest . .rc lie ever excerianr... n 

• sptain Marshall and Captain Hutton, also 
Leiut. Jphn G. beard of locahont*.. r„.. ^ 

°unty received honorable mention in the 

dispatches. 


(...eral arngr returned over the Seneca Trail to Beverly they were fired 
upon by * troop of about 60 confecerate soldiers near the top of Elk Mountain. Bus.- 
whackers these soldiers were called. (Prices History of Pocahontas). 

It was here that Colonel Cochran of Virginia made his famous escape, ne was 
iD bhe lower ol a squad of Onion soldiers. Mj.en aaaea wiuy ne did not 
r he s , n li they had said, "col. surrender’." I would have done so; but they 


yelled, "Stop you-red headed son of a gun’." and I would not accommodate anyone 

who mould use such language to me. 

Averell’s full nar.e was 


hi 11 jam Ttooda Aver ill 

I’ve found his nar.e spelled Averil, and Averell, but 1 believe Averill is correct. 

This material was taken from 1928 Yf. Va. Blue Book. History of Pocahontas, 


Pocahontas Tines Kov. 14, 1935, 














Note dated April 6th, 1934, for $10,000.00, due August 
6th, 1® 34 » * nd Beoured ty B deed of trust dated October 16th, 1924, 
on all the real estate and personal property owned by the Marllnton 
Hotel Company. Said debt with interest is as follows: 

Principal $10,000.00 

Interest from '8-6-1934 to 1-1-1936 241 • 64 - 

Total $10,241.64 

Your Commissioner reports that the liens of the Bonk of 
Marllnton and 0. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both 
being secured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National 
Bank of Lexington, Virginia, having assigned its lien by virtue of 
said deed of trust to 0. C. and Georgia A. Beard. 

LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS . 

F.-,R.VJ :RS & MERCHANTS BANK OF MARLINTON. 

Note dated April 14th, 1934, for $5,360.00, with a credit 
of $60.00, due July 14th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated 
October 15th, 1926, on all the real estate and personal property 
owned by the Marllnton Hotel Company. Said debt with interest is 


Principal 

Interest from 7-14-1934 to 1-1-1935 


$5,300.00 


M; Or' 7H-: • 0 . 


H. KELMENSON. 
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Cl .i:jitttr 4 - ec11 on 4 _ Incidents in Battle of I>roop fountain. 

Tne ->roop i-ountain battlefield Commission has tried to 
mark the position of the different units and by actual survey 
and measurements, that the arkers which they have planted 
and the maps which they have prepared, may be a sure guide to 
the public, and the descendants of the soldiers that fought 
the battle, and point to the very spot where their fathers 
stood in the greatest battle ever fought on ..est Virginia soil. 

Hilton Butcher, who was Jackson’s courier, carried 
the last order chat his chief gave. The order was to Col. 
Lerrick, and read, "Pall baok to pike, west of artillery." 

He delivered the dispatch but his horse was killed and he was 
captured, but made his escape. 

j.iajor Hester, who commanded the 46th Batallion was in 
front of the 28th Ohio. He stopped their advance and they were 
back, whereupon Hester shouted to his men to stand firm for two 
minutes, saying they were whipped, but before the two minutes 
were up the 10th .est Virginia coming up as Colonel Uoor says 
in a report, "just in the nick of time", turned the tide of 
battle, end the Lajor found it more convenient to run than 
stand. " 

~bout this time .he Confederate line was reinforced by 
four companies of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, and one company 
of the 14th Virginia Cavalry dismounted. They poured a ueaaly 
fire from behind a fence into the ranks of the 10th -est /ir- 
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ginia Infantry, and especially into Company F, which happened 
:o be in an exposed position, and many of its members were be¬ 
ing shot down, and many wounded and some of its members began 
to fall back. Their Captain was in prison and the First 
Lieutenant was on staff duty, and the company hud but one com¬ 
manding officer, Lieutenant -henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the 
orderly sergeant was in advance of the company. ---t this point 
our chairman saw the condition of the company and went up to 
3axter and requested him to get back and help line up the com¬ 
pany. To this request Baxter never replied but ran up and 
Kicked two or three rails off the fence and they both jumped 
over and Baxter received a mortal wound. ft. F. Morrison, 

H. Barnett and John A. Blagg we believe were the next to 
cross the fence, and while crossing Blagg was badly wounded 
and 3arnett had a leg shot off. Morrison escaped unharmed, 
-reorge .. Morrison, oilas Carr and M. J. Shaver were the next 
of company F to cross the rail fence. This occurred near the 
close of the battle. No braver man than J. L>. Baxter ever 
espoused a cause or went to war. few minutes later Major 
Bailey of the 22nd Virginia was mortally wounded, while trying 
to rally his men to make another stand. He was an officer and 
soldier-of daring and courage. 

Two most pathetic scenes occurred at that battle; 

-fter tne battle a squad of soldiers was detailed to gather 
up the dead and wounded, end amon f ' the number thus detailed 
v.as .vndrew J, Short of Company F, 10th ftest Virginia Infantry. 
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They were working in the night, and Short discovered a dead 
soldier, and took hold of his body to remove him to the place 
where they were bringing the dead and wounded soldiers. He felt 
a crooked finger on the dead soldier’s hand, and the size and 
feel of the man convinced Short that he was his brother, John. 

He, therefore, called for someone to bring a light, saying 
that he had found his brother, and when he had the light, he 
found for a certainty that it was his brother. 

After the battle a young woman was observed going among 
ihe dead looking intently into the faces of each dead Confed¬ 
erate soldier. On being asked what she was looking for she 
said, "I am looking for George”. She was the guest at the 
uome of Colonel McNeill. She had recently married and was 
the wife of Captain George I. Davisson of Lewis County. George 
had gone through the battle unharmed and was far from the scene 
of conflict when his wife was looking among the dead. 

i/hlle every battle has its tragedies, yet in most every 
battle there is some amusing incident. James Sisler was Col* 
Jackson’s brigadier quartermaster, and had charge of the trains 
and ordinance supplies. He recently related that at the close 
of the battle when they were on the retreat and in great con¬ 
fusion, he road up to Colonel ^ackson and asked him what he 
would do with the wagon train, and ^ackson said, "Damned if I 
know". Sisler said that he tnen ordered the teamsters to 
turn their wagons, and retreat on the Lewisburg pike. He said 
in the confusion that the team of General Echols* ordinance 
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wagon beoarae frightened, and 

nitled around, breaking the tongue 
th. wagon. They then put come ranee rails „ n the wagon to 
set it on f ire, and he said for several years after, the war, 
people would come to gather up scattered lead over the fleldl. 

Hamilton Higgs, a member of the 10th ..est Virginia 
infantry, is authority for the story Illustrating the coolness 
of Colonel Harris in battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel 


narris was leading his regiment into position for the final charge 
at Jroop Mountain, he passed to a section so rough that he had 
dismounted and was leading his horse. A bullet from the Con¬ 
federate lines passed through the long, red beard then worn by 
the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. He stripped out the severed 
whiskers end as he dropped them to the ground, turned to adjutant 
John Warnioke and said, "John, take my horse back to the rear; 

I'm afraid he'll get shot." Then he continued to lead the 
charge on foot. 


Prior to the Battle of Droop Mountain there were no con¬ 
siderable Confederate forces anywhere in 'Jest Virginia except 
iu the Greenbrier Valley, which was held by the Confederates from 
Its head to its foot, a distance of about one hundred seventy 
wiles, and which protected Virginia from attacks from the west. 
For the purpose of dislodging these Confederate forces, General 
Averell was directed to ruaroh from Beverly, West Virginia, to 
i-ewisburg and it was while on the raaroh that he met the enemy 
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at -roop Mountain. The battle w 

of November, 1863, between th ^ thGre r ° U6ht ° n the 6th aa * 

ii , 6 forces commended by General 

Averell, and the Confederate ^ 7 1 

forces by General John Echols 
and Colones ..'ill!am L. Jackson. 

At a distance, it would look lik« „ 

-look like common consent that 
the forces were to be assembled for a final * «. , 

Ior 8 iinal test of strength. 

General Averell, with a very formidable force, left Beverly 
on -ov. 1st, to find -the enemy and give battle wherever he 

might be found. General m ^ to„l. 

• L. Jackson, commanding a brigade 

and several other units, battalions and companies, vas Joined 

by General JSohols on the morning or the 6th, by a splendid 

brigade of fighting men. General Averell encountered the 

Confederates in force at Mill Point on the morning of the 


5th, and drove them to the foot of Droop Mountain, end there 
camped for the night. On the morning of the 6th, General 
-•vverell threw out a strong skirmish line that cleared his 
front to the foot of the mountain. About 9 a. M. the 10th 
"• Va. Inft., 28th Ohio Inft., and one company of the 14th 
-a. Gav. and two pieces of Ewing’s 3attery were aent ar¬ 
ound on a back road six and one-half miles where they formed, 
and struck the enemy in force. Here is where the principal 
Q nd hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing 
0Ver one small plot of cleered land, not comprising more than 
°ne acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. 
°ome of those wounded died later, so if this battlefield cover¬ 
ing nearly two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven 
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thousand determined soi di 

bean, if tne lend had b ^ tha “—It, list hate 
2 nd, 3rd, and 8th West V a . ATere11 than formed the 

the 14th Pa. Cavalry la Un# Infan try, with . portion of 

ins the Confederate forces battle > "ho succeeded in drlv- 
and 19th Va. Cav. and other unit 05611 ^ ^ ,ir81nla Inrt - 

summit. While further on th [ U3 ^ ^ m ° Untain ’ near tha 
find a portion of Colonel ° f ^ Confaaerate line we 

commanding, ^ 

four companies Jerrick’s b«t+ , * a *’ LeJor Bless ing; 

Infantry. some of these^!7' ‘ “ * ** — 

- «* «*«,, became more severeTtT o" 1 ” 

weakened their right by s a- Confederate left, they 

their left. ^ rel -~ a - strengthen 

Th6 f0r ° eS “*««* ^ the battle were composed of twelve 
Confederate units regiments, battalions and independent companies. 

6 tne Unl ° n f °?° es " ara cora Posed of nine units reg- 

* battali ° nS * « a slight difference in the 

numbers composing the two armies, the 10th West Vi rg i nla infantry 

the 33rd Ohio that comprise, tha flanking party and did the 
Principal fighting was reported as 1175 soldiers while the 32nd 
nia Infantry ’ Confede rat6, was reported officially at 5o0 
era strong and the 33rd Virginia 3attalion 350 strong. 

" ! ' tuln ‘" arsha11 with 125 dismounted cevelry, Captain Jerrlng’s 
-•talion 300 , and ,. a jor healer's battalion and other units 
0 ohposed a very elegant righting force. These units were con- 
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centra ted on the Confederate left end fought the 10 th end 28 th. 
jo it tos a .~t-.e royal by seasoned troops pf approximately 

e - :u al nunbers. 

hat turned «.:.e tide of battle was the neglect of the 
Confederate general to fortify his position end protect his 
flank. .tverell, an officer of superior ability, took advan¬ 
tage of the situation and turned the flank of the enemy with 
his infantry and gave them sudh a slight margin for their es¬ 
cape which caused much confusion. 

,01 that saved the Confederates from being cut off was 
the lake that protected their left flank. If Generals Jackson 
end -chols had fortified the back road over which the flanking 
units marched, and protected their lines by fellinf timber and 
temporary breast works on the mountain side, which they had 
abundant time to do, their position would have been inpregnable. 
The mere height of a mountain is of but slight advantage to those 
defending it, if they are not protected by breast works. Vihen 
the 10th ..est Va. Infantry succeeded in gaining a position on 
the left of the Confederate line, the Confederate commander see¬ 
ing their peril and danger of being cut off, ordered e retreat. 
The roads being blocked by cavalry, artillery and wagon trains 
caused much confusion. The Union victory was not the result 
of lack of numbers on the Confederate side, nor to the gallantry 
of her soldiers, hut a lack on ..he part of their commanders to 
comprehend the situation and take advantage of their poaitlon. 



rf i? i ’ ‘“ cLa uchlin 
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e of _»roop "“ountaln. 

General -Keren's heport: 
on tin first day of „ ovenbari x left B 
command consisting of the 28th 0hlQ Volunte6r ^ 

l^or; 10th ..est Virginia infantry, Col. T. K. Harris- 
2nd ..est Virginia fchntedylnfantry, Lieut. Col. 6oott j 
ora ..est Virginia wanted Infantry, Col. J. H. oley; 14th 

-a,-airy. Col. j. jj. Cchoonnaker; Gibson's Bat- 
telion and Batteries r r , r 

’ Flrst " es: Virginia Light artillery, 
Oapt, J■ V. Keeper and C. T. Being. 

on vhe morning of the 6th we approached the enemy's 
Position. The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to 
tne right to ascend a range of hills, with orders to attach the 
ene.a's left and rear, the attack of our infantry, 1,176 strong 
was conducted skillfully by Col. Moor. 

The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line 
obliquely to the right, until their right was Joined to Moor's 

en ‘ ° 01 - M ° 0r B87S " hen «*• drived in front of the enemy's 

at 1.45 P. d. he formed a line and ordered 0 0 1. Harris 
t0 "° Ve UP ln i0UWe -ho arrived in the nick of time. 

Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report. 

Lieut. Col. Alex. Scott, 2nd .Vest V irGlnla Mounted In- 
y, ^s that about 12 o’clock, having moved to the front, 

' ,t>3 or<Jered to dismount my command and fight on foot, and 


I 
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was ordered to take a position between the third and eighth. 

At this time we found the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Cav¬ 
alry in line of battle, with Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd 
and 8th est Virginia Infantry, immediately in front of the 
breast works" . 

I went into action with two hundred men; out of that number, 
there v.ere nine killed, fourteen wounded, two mortally wounded, 
seven severly and five.slightly. 

Report of Colonel John Oley 

Eighth ..est Virginia iaounted Infantry. ~fter taking my 
place witu column on the morning of the 6th, I was ordered to 
clear the hills up to the foot of -uroop fountain of Skirmishers, 
and pickets. ^.bout IP. M. I was notified that the 2nd and 3rd 
1’ounted Infantry would take a position on my right, and was or¬ 
dered to assault the enemy's works in conjunction with them. 

Col. Faroes 1J. Schoonmaker's Report 

Col. James K. Schoonmaker, 14th -rennsylvania Cavalry 
says that "On the morning of the 6th, I was ordered with my 
regiment and Keeper's Battery, to move to the extreme right of 
the enemy, who had again taken a position on the almost nat¬ 
urally fortified summit of uroop Lountain, and keep up a fire 
on their forces that their attention night be drawn from Col. 
i.ioor, vino was to make an attack on their left. Knowing of tne 
intended assault of Col. lloor, I immediately got my regiment re¬ 
formed, and passed with two sections of artillery on the double 
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,Ul0k frOD the — rl Sht to the conter .„ 


Thos 3ib3on - - - alry . 
and continued 7 " 1 — «« «- -i S ede 

train” * ay of Marlin's Bottom, with the 


iae 10th -e. t Virginia Infantry lost eight killed and 

t..6i.ty-seven wounded. 


The 28th Ohio Infantry lost 


mounded. 


five killed end twenty-o 


C ONF EDKRATE REPORTS. 

Brig. General John Echols. 

San. Schols says that ha plaaad his forces at the arc 
of the mountain. The batteries of Chapman and Jackson unde; 
the command of Major *. McLaughlin, were placed near where Co 

-ckson had placed two pieces of his battery under the com- 
nand of Capt. Lurty. 

G. o. x-atton was pieced in command of the First 
Brigade^ viz: the 22nd Virginia Infantry, Maj. R. .. Bailey; 
ord .lrginia Battalion, Major .to. 31essin S commanding; 

the right of the turnpike road near the submit, and 
Bailey’s 22nd Regiment in the rear of the Battery. .t 

‘•is time, Colonel Thompson's 19th Virginia Cavalry was moved 
left v .ith one j iUndred Rnd 


seventy-five men and was 
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shortly reinforced by sir . 

y lX C0mp3nl ' ia Of «« 23rd Battalion 
Later, Colonel Patton was ordered to * * 

oraeied to aetach these companies 
of the 22nd Virginia „ 

infantry under Captain John K. Thomson. 

colonel Oeorge 3. Patton oo mD a„dad Bchol-s Brigade. The 
32nd Virginia want into action with five hundred and fifty 
strong, losing one hundred and thirteen in killed, wounded 
a.nd .jissing. The 23rd Virginia Battalion, three hundred 

and fifty strong, lost- sixty-one in killed, wounded and 

missing. 


Three companies of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, 
one hundred and twenty-five strong, lost nine killed, 
thirty wounded, twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 P. n. 


Report of Aaj. Wm. Blessing, 23rd Virginia battalion 
.Vhen the fighting became very severe I was ordered to 
march with six companies, to the support of o ap tein Marshall, 
who, with one hundred and twenty-five dismounted cavalry, was 
being forced back on the left. 

We were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. 
^ were then reinforced by three companies or the 22nd Vir- 
Infantry, and one dismounted company of the l 4 t Vir¬ 
ginia Cavalry. 


Report of Colonel Thompson 

Colonel Thompson, 19th Virginia Cavalry, says that he 
9nt one hundred cavalry under command of Captain ^rshall. 
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the command consisting of the 19th and 20th Virginia uavalry 
just then, Major Blessing commanding Dennings Battery, con¬ 
sisting of three hundred men, he having deployed his men on 
the right of the line formed by Captain itershall. 

Report of Col. W. Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 
Says that about 2 P. M. we were attacked by the 2nd 
and 3rd and 8th West Virginia Counted Infantry. 

Report of Col. Ml ton J. Ferguson 
Colonel Ferguson, 16th Virginia Cavalry, says ihat he 
reported to General Echols on the 5th of November, who was 
then on the march, and arrived at the camp of Colonel Jackson 
at the eastern base of Droop Mountain, at 6 A. M. on the 
morning of the 6th. One squadron of the 14th Regiment was 
ordered to take position on the old road of Locust Creek. 

The efficient men of six companies were dismounted, four 
companies placed on the extreme left under 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Gibson and two companies in 
center. John J. Baxter, orderly sergeant of Company F, 10th 
West Virginia Infantry, was the first one to cross the rail 
fence at the bloody angle, and fell mortally wounded inside 
- .ne enemy's lines. 

This whole report has been taken from "Report or 
Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission" John D. Sutton, ‘-heir- 


man. 
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out so that the line coui4 be TOiatalM4< ^ 

were living off of the country and the people 
that aid be sent to them. 


Southern troops 
were insisting 


on October 26th, den Benjamin Kelly, n. s. Amy ordere4 
General Averell. who at that time was stationed at Beverly, Nest 
to move to Lewisburg and capture or drive away any Con¬ 
federate forces stationed in that vicinity. Also to Join forces 

Du.fie who left Charleston November 3rd, 1863 at 6-00 A 
for lewisburg. After a Junction of the two forces, they were to ' ' 
"° lnlon ' Ta - thence to Tirginia and Tennessee R.B., 
at Dublin Station and destroy the railroad bridge over Hew River. 

C-eneral Averell moved on the 1st day of November and imme¬ 
diately contacted gorilla bands and small detachments of confed¬ 
erate troops. The forces of Gen. Averell were able to push back 
all resistance and on November 5th, reached the town of Hillsboro, 
Nest Virginia, about 3 miles from Droop Mountain and 33 miles from 
lewisburg. The Union forces were advised that General Duffle 


would not reach lewisburg, until November 7th so didn't attaok 
■until the morning of November 6th, 1863. 

The plan of attack by the Union troops was as follows: 

Pennsylvania Cavalry were placed near the Locust Creek bridge 
2X1 Si£ht of the C federate lines, and kept moving around giving 
the appearance of starting towards the Southern lines. 

^keepers battery was placed on the hill above Beards ?Jill, 


: ^ rnne diately opened fire on the Confederate batteries on top of 
brcop ...ounuain about 8:00 A. IT. Eivon's battery was placed to the 
le_t o A the turnpike between Hillsboro and Droop. Gibsoi^s bat- 
tallion and the famous 10th W. Va. Infantry was held in readiness 
on the pike at Hillsboro. 





iraents *„ en T;“; VlrCi,lia ,:0Unte4 Inrel>t17 ReS ‘ 

" iies *-■ the ba - <* *** r *■ 

«lth one company of the 2Sth 0hl ° 

nen in all, ^nns^ia Cavalry (about 1200 

-d I II r “ 8 10 - — - - right via lobelia 
fl k a ° OX r ° ad Md take the Confederates on the left 

-- ■ his movement started about 5:00 A. and due to oondl- 

03 ° f ^ r0aaS ' did n °t complete the march until 1 ;45 p „ 

The position of the Southerners was as follows: On the 

ir r ° ad ’ EdSar ' S 3 ? ttallon = « the brow of the mountain facing 
e l,men troops from right and left, 22nd Virginia Cavalry under 
Colonel Patton; ISth Virginia Cavalry under Co. C ooh ran; Derricks 
nat.alion of Infantry, Jackson's batteries; Major Blessing with 
companies of the 2 3 rd Battalion was placed on the Lobelia-Jacor 
road covering the left flank, The right flank was protected by 
a slreep aourrfcain. 

had been" 45 ^ "* 1 '™ r ^ 1863 * the flanI -e P-ty that 
,. t . Vla l0bella rea ° hea the Confederate lines and imme¬ 

diately attacked, The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Hegiments immediately 
- carted a direct attack up the face of Droop Mountain. They Joined 
force with the flanking party, and drove the Confederates back 

ewisourg. Du e to the road being narrow the Confederates 
l ere “ con * us d° n Cavalry and Infantry all mired up together. 

Colonel Thompson was in command of the rear guard of the 
onfederate and it was through his strong defense that the South¬ 
er, troops were able to withdraw without much loss of life or 

Ano.her thing that might have influenced the retreat 
was that General Avorell did not wish to push the Confederates 


too fast, ns he wanted Cen. Duffie to reach Lewisburg first and 
cut them off. The Confederates retreated on through the night 
and passed through Lewisburg just as General Duffie entered the 
town from the west. General Duffie captured a few stragglers and 
some equipment. 

Tills battle was the deciding point in Y/est Virginia. After 
this the entire state was in the hands of the northern armies. 

One very interesting part of General Echol’s report is 
quoted: "Ky artillery and trains were brought safely through with 
the exception of one .brass Howitzer belonging to Chapman’s battery, 
which broke completely down during the retreat so that it had to be 
left this offering the enemy the only trophy of which they can 
boast.” 

This cannon is supposed to have been buried in the swamp 
on Droop Mountain, but has never been found. Por those who visit 
the Droop Mountain Battle Pield, a large map has been drawn show¬ 
ing the position of the troop the day of the battle, also the 
present location of Camp Price, a larger and more distinct map 
than could be shown here. This larger map shows location of 
monuments, markers and other items of interest. 

Co. 2598, CCC invites all to visit the Battle Pield and 
will enjoy showing to visitors the old battle trenches, breastworks 
“an implements and other interesting things. 
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DHOOP }/oli;:tatw BATTLEFTET.n 


One of the hard fought battles of the Civil Tax 
occurred at Droop Mountain, Pocahontas County, on November 
6tn, IS63, in which West Virginia Soldiers, both Confederate 
and Union participated. 

Droop Mountain is a very high elevation—3000 ft— 
overlooking the valley of the Greenbrier River, in the Little 
Levels District of Pocahontas County and the far off pei ks 
of the Allegheny Mountains making it one of the most beauti¬ 
ful scenic spots in West Virginia. 

Each Army fought for what it believed to be right 
and nearly all of the men who were actors in that bloody 
drama were West Virginians. The bitter struggle ended and 
the animosity engendered by that conflict has passed away 
and universal peace reigns- 

The scene spread out before us was one of indescribable 
beauty and enchantment. Towering mountains, the smiling and 
fertile plains, the famous historic Greenbrier River flowing 
at the base of the rugged mountain —nowhere in all our travels 
have we sitnessed such scenic beauty or such a location for a 
State Park. 

Prior to this battle there were no considerable Con¬ 
federate forces anywhere in West Virginia except in Greenbrier 
Valley which was held by the Confederates from its head to 
its foot. For t.ie purpose of dislodging these Confederate 


forces. General Averill was directed to march from Beverly, 

Ve?t Virginia to Lewisburg, in Greenbrier County, and ixxt 
it was while on this march he met the enemy at Droop 
kountain. The battle was there fought between the forces 
commanded by General Averill and the Confederate forces by 
General John Echols and Colonel William L. Jackson. Droop 
fountain is fourteen miles south of i'arlinton, the County 
seat, seven miles from kill Point and four from Hillsboro. 

It is ten miles from Renick Station, sixteen from Frankford and 
twenty-four miles from Lewisburg. 

The forces engaged in the battle of Droop fountain 
-ere composed of twelve Confederate Units, regiments, battalion 
and independent companies while the Union forces were composed 
of nine Unites, regiments and battalions. There was but a 
slight difference in the numbers composing the two armies. 

The 10th West Virginia Infantry and the 23rd Ohio that com¬ 
posed the flanking party and did the principal fighting was 
officially reported as 1175 while the 22nd Virginia Infantry 
Confederate was reported officially at 550 soldiers strong 
ana the 23rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong. Capt. Marshall 
with 125 dismounted cavalry, Capt Derringes Battalion 500 
and kajor Kesler battalion and other units composed a fine 
fighting force. 

Another phase of the history of Droop kountain is 
of special interest. VYe reason from analogy and from pre- 
istoric evidence that Droop hountain has been a battle¬ 
field of some prehistoric race or by the earl y Indian tribes 



of America. kany wonderful atopies axe handed dowu through 
journals and family records of the Shatmees who were the most 
remarkable of all the people inhabiting the country west of 
the Allegheny. In 16S2 they fell under the rule of the six 
nations end existed in various branches. He find excavations 
at the foot of Droop Mountain where thousands of tons of 
rough flints have been removed. 

At one time this has been a great military camping 
ground for the warriors of the forest. ^any legends are 
told by people who.lived on Droop Mountain ana handed down 
for younger generations. 

A young Union Officer who rode a beautiful sorrel 

horse was killed while riding fast around a large tree. The 

frightened riderless horse ran around the tree several times 

before it was stopped. It was said by people of that battle 

they could hear the rapid running of that frightened horse 

around thr.t tree. A most oathetic scene occurred at that 
» 

battle. After the battle a squad of soldiers was detailed 
to gather up the dead and wounded. Among the number thus 
detailed was Andrew J. Short of Company F. West Virginia In¬ 
fantry. They were working in the night ana Short discovered 
a dead soldier and took hold of his body to remove him to the 
place they were bringing the dead and wounded together. He 
felt a crooked finger on the dead soldiers hand and the size 
and feel of the man convinced Short that it was his brother 
John. He called for some one to bring a light, saying that he 
found his brother, 


and when thejgot the light he found for a certainty that 
the man really was his own brother. In relating the incident 
to Dr. IV. P. Newton many years after the battle, he said that 
he took his brother by the hand and recognized some peculiar¬ 
ity by which he knew this to be the lifeless body of his 
brother. This is an incident so rare that nothing similar 
has ever to our knowledge been recorded in the annals of 
warfare. 
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